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UNCLE AM SETTLES THE SUCCESSION WITH THE BALL AND BAT
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' ".or human potentates, was the umpire ofthe

game, lie had also in these latter day of
the decay of the republic become what a
humorous man might, describe as the "fan"
de siecle Itself.

But this Is all innings ahead
or this most veracious chronicle of how
Hill McKlnley & Co. wou the house and
lol on one very hirt, day in the rear end of
the niueteentli century. Uncle Sam, in fact,
did not call the game until a month or more
after Chauucey Depew got back rrom the
Pacific coast, where he had gone to make
arrangements for the national excursion to
"Washington to see tlie American Olympic
Festival.

It was like this- - A lot of gentlemen had
got together, some in St. and some
in Chicago, au I politics was growing hotter
than either place evory day. It was just
the kiud or political and other weather for
the man with the pitchfork aud Uie bifur-
cated foot.

Uncle Sam eouldu't sleep. The atmos-
phere was cracked with the old and new
lies of the campaign statistician. If this
Thing should keep up in this weaUier, com-
muned Sam with himself, there is achauce
that the Cuban Cortes will acknowledge
both sides as belligerents aud give Spain
u chance toiuterfere with our lnternulaf-fairs- .

"I wish I could put the whole outfit Into
UKHekandshakettiemiiitoafmalaiialjsisof
Uie survival of the fittest. No, a prize
fight wouldn't do. There isn't a mother's
ton of the nine Republicans and nine Demo-
crats but what would think he was the
man to put on the gloves."

"Did you Kay there were nine on each
side, unele?" said Columbia, who had been
playing "Just Before the Battle, Mother."
on Uie harpsichord, while the spirit of
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Freedom was pacing the floor with the
poliUcal baby In his arms.

"Yes, nine favorite sons, every one of
them with a malignant case of "White
House mcaBlcs, or rabies."

"Ever heard of bare-bull- , uncle?"
"Columby," said the old man with

eureka, that is to say youreka.
In fact, eurekisslmo! It'll be baseliall by
the bones of all the dead umpires in the
ccmetrics. I'll have this thing settled wiUi
the ball and bat, ir I have to drag the
favorites round the bases by a halter.

"Write me out a good, htrong first page
proclamation. Convey the Idea that there
are times when men must rise above party,
even if it requires a balloon, that they will
liaveone whole day to rise in, and a week's
practice; that I will be umpire and that the
gatemoney will be senfWcstasa missionary
fund for the winners

"When this manifesto had gone abroad in
the land there was a great change in the
domestic economy of eighteen of the great-
est men of their age aud size this country
lias ever produced.

Mr. Carlisle, as was expected, who had
rcUred from political life for six weeks,
bought more chips and weut back into the
game. Mr. Quay and Mr. Piatt went out
regularly before and artcr meals into the
plaza of the Pence de Lecn and practiced
frith the ball and bat.

Up at the "White House there were Cab-
inet days six or seven times a week, and
from the news that filtered through the
bole in the front door, it was learned that
the President was doing fairly well arter
the first day's exereKe. He had becn'surfcr-ln- g

from an acute attack or pain below the
belt, which was caused by Mr. Carlisle
bitting him with the bat. which he let go
as soon as the President delivered the first

ball, Mr. Olney being the catcher on that
occasion.

In the meanwhile the presH reports fioin
the mansion were to the erfect that Uie
President would he the star batter of the
nine. In order to make Mr. Carlisle per-
fectly safe while at practice, he was nomi-
nated as pitcher and elected at the second
meeting of the Cabinet and Mr. Hill and
others, who will be found in the line-u- ut
the bench. It was also noticed that when-
ever Mr. Hill had the stick in his hands Mr.
Cleveland left the room.

It was generally understood that Mr.
Keed would he the pitcher lor the U. O.P.
nine, and that Mr. McKlnley Would be
catcher. The latter had caught nearly
everything in sight before the game, and
they came logically to the conclusion thut
he would keep it up on the diamond.

It was also argued that as Mr. Cleveland
had caught Mr. Carlisle's hat in the right
place, or about the right place, he could a No
gather in his parabolas, so it was with oiie
voice determined that Mr. Cleveland would
do the act behind the bat. As to the other
dispositions, it was resolved to wait and
see what would develop on the U. O. P. side
before making any further announcements.

There was a good deal of speculation a
to the names to be finally adopted by
the great national ball tossers. Mr. Keed
had spoken of the opposition as the "Cab-
inet Puddin' Club," and this lound great
flivor with the small boys at the park. It
was Horizontal Bill, of the other side, who
suggested the name of the "Kohbcr Bar-oil-

not new at all: but the "Elephants"
wastoobigand the"G.O. r." was too long.
Besides, Elephant was too significant of a
"walk over;" aud if the opposition was to
get anything they were to "steal it." as
Usual; so "Robber Ba roils" went as the baji-tism-

handle of the Republican aggrega-
tion.

:o:
It was the 11th or May before the In-

door and back-yar- d campaign was over.
The I'uddln Club had selected blue shirts,
white Knickerbockers and yellow caps.
The Barons were in black, dense, opaque,
glossy black, from head to foot.

There never was such an assemblage at
the park as greeted the national game with
national celebrities, in the points. It was
a great national holiday. The schools,
the churches and the saloons Were closed.
The almshouses, the jails and the asylums
all gave a Business of all
kinds was suspended fifty feet in the air.
Speculators, bought up all the orchestra and
mezzanine chairs on the bleaching board
reservation and sold them out easily at$10
apiece, while the correspondents on that
subject were still discussing prices in the
newspapers on the 50 cent aud 2o cent ratio.
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Fiftj thousand auger holes were borcO-I-

the fences and these were rented out at
10 cents for ten minutes by the trust con-
trolling that industry.

It was exactly 3.59 by Mr. Banna's im-
ported ticker when the babel inside was
drowned to death by an uproar rrom the
outside. Everybody knew at once what it
was. "The busses," "the busscs,'"and
"here they come," arose in one engulfing
wave or human clamor. And so it was.
Major Moore at the head or a double

of police, the Commissioners next
and then Dooley's Brass Band filed in.
Then came Mr. Cleveland and Mr. Carlisle
and then the others; all sights fit for the
gods or the bleachers, in their rainbow
uniforms. The sky was rent, but when
tlicrocu in black pranced in, the rent was
raised, and motaphorlcallv and mildlv,
things broke loose.

In the next moment the Barons began
to disperse themselves over the field. "When
Tom Eeed got as far as the pitcher's box
he turned himself about and assumed the
position in which he has been caught Uiat
of AJax defying the lightning.

"Dat's de head rubber liaron" shouteda small boy from the roof of the grand
stand and the phrase went.

"Where was McKinlcy? "Was he a laggard?
No; he staid behind to do the catching.
The crowd was so great that there was
only a small alleyway down which the ball

could come, and he had cither to catch
it, or be knocked down. Uncle Ham had
barely room to make a few notes on his
pail. The delegate from the Houih, ivno
was to ladle out the oat-me- gruel, was
loug ago burled out or sight.

Mr. Hnuna was in high leather with his
ring, and over on the right there was a
knot or gentlemen, who weie eitiier count-
ing the gate money, or making books cu
the result, under the provision, or the
racing commission hill.

Mr. Thurber was in an altercation with

.;!.

Mr. Plait.
"He won't come within mile or it,"

Insisted Mr. Plait, with supercilious
sneer.

"There's money to say he will," said
Mr. Thurber.

"How much?"
"Firty thousand dollars."
"Make It $riU0,Ul)o and I'll i onsider it,"

said Mr. Piatt, quietly.
"Haven't got that much with me," said

Mr. Thurber, reddening, but was torry
he didn't have it at least that's what he
said.

"Well, what have you fellows been doing,
anyhow. In the last four years? Try
Carlisle."

"Here, Carlisle," said Thurber;
any money with you?"

"No, but I can make it d d quick. said
Mr. Carlisle, in that easy

btyle or his.
"It's a go," said Mr. Thurber.
Just then there were shouts of "He's a

Democrat in white breeches and a yellow
cap," and all that sort or thing, as Mr.
Hill, bat in hand, faced Mr. Keed.

A United Stales Senator has no divine
right or franchise when he goes in for
baseball in bloomers. Therefore he was
not much shocked when his ears were as-
sailed with "Line her out, Dave!" "Hit
her on the nozzle!" and other such

idiosyncracics or the game. But
confident Dave merely winked at the fel-

lows on the bench, as much as to say:
"Watch It when I go up against it."

There were a great many Irrelevant re- -
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marks made about his nobby yellow cap,
pants, his Immaculate blue shirt, his

thews, bones, and general anatomy, but
he was cold, calm, and

In changing his position he stood astride
of the plate, and thea there were cries of
"Get off the platform," "There's the New
York straddle."

Dave is, however, quite an expert. Just
as soon as Pitcher Reed let her go and
unwound himself like a spiral spring Dave
dodged

"One strike!" yelled Uncle Sam.
"Rotten, rotten!" came through the

50,000 auger holes In the fences. "Dead
rotten! Take it out and bury it!"

..There wasn't any doubt that It hit
something, but il wasn't cuenui jcKi,...,.
"Never touched me!" Minuted' that" gen-
tleman, celling up ofr earth. "This

"gentlunian Is liadly hurt, libwever," ex
plained Mciviniey, as ne pointed.out a cer-
tain police orflcer who was struck under
the loH cur by the Keed thunderbolt.
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. "Keep tuck! Keep bdek!" yelled a
brother policeman rrom Uie roof of the
grand stand, "ir yez be hit, ye'll he
sthruck hard."

By mis time the alley behind the batter
got a little wider, and the next ball won't
whizzing down the corridor and hit the
fence, arter which it was neatly pulled in
by the expert catcher.

"One ball!" shouted the umnlrc." What? liotten! IWtten! Glve'iu de
game! Throw up de bat:" were rired at
the dear umpire. Tins Avas rrom the par-tfsa-

or the uarons.
..Bat Mr. Hill hadn't watched baseball in
New York and Washington for nothing.
The along tie
stretched out his stick dettly and touciicd
the ball lightly on the billion dollar trade
mark. It was a huge success in one re-
spect, but it. rolled the wrong way the
way in which the young man lined his
grandmother from the rloor. Mr. Hill's
omit rolled to the right. The people went
wild over the rinesse nd Mr. Hill went
wild over the ball. He caught up with
it and mounted it. He tried to ride it. It
bucked like u broncho, until at last he went
down in the dut all over it. It was a
good touchdown, but It was painful, as
anyone could see who observes the set-
tled expression on the Senator' lace.
Tnere was a as to what
should be done, until Mr. Olney ran in and
Tolled Mr. Hill over on Uie other side und
touched him with the ball.

Air. Morton said mat ho would liavc done
it himself, but that Ins histruct:ons were to
"hold Hrst base," and. besides that, a man,
except on a riy, can only be put out "while
running the bases-,- " and that Mr. Hill wa-
lyiug down He was therefore clearly not
within the rule. The umpire sustained Mr.
Morton.

Mr. U ill said, en passant to the bench,
that he never yet was in the company or
pollUcimis but what he was touched for
something or other. The light had goue
out or his life.

The puddlu' club next put up Mr. Whlt- -

ucy. He was a trine nervous. Out he was
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Rules of

tae Game.

Tlio uiauageuieat reserve Uio
rl"llC tn phnil.'rt th:i rilli'i) wifluittt nn. f," "
tice to the public. 'I h.

Thu'grouud uiuat hs an inclosed Held,
bufllcicnt in size to enable each player to
play in his position as required by these rules.

No game must bo declared if live innings

--- i-

shall not have heen played, and the game is
called on account of dirkness. Exception
This does not apply where the umpire is
doubtful as to when or what to call the game. W

All players must appear in uniform, and
with the pivot foot so designated.

Rule 2D, which says that "He, the pitcher,
shall not raise either loot unless in the act of
delivering the ball," is hereby entirely abro-
gated. The unamended rule would keep the
pitcher in the box forever.

Karued runs shall be paid for on presenta-
tion of bill, with proof of the consideration.

All runners shall be forwarded by base hits
(page fc2), on suigcon's certificate of disa-
bility. -

Block balls may be used instead of
dedbals. where the proof of death
is incontestable.

in cases of lost "bill play it just like
on had it.
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game. He stooped down in a nonchalant,
familiar way to brush the dust off the
home plate with his cap. But when he
glanced at the cap and again at the dirt
tie replaced the cap on his head. It was a
silk cap, embroidered by the ladies of the
Whosoever Society of New York city. He
therefore kicked the dust orf and said,
quite nu rait: "Gimme alow ball."

Mr. Reed looked around, and, noting that
there was a quorum present and paying
attention, he doubled hlmseir up again into
a black bowknot, turned his back to Whit
ney, talked to himself and cot hack into

with a sang frold that blanched Mr. Whit-
ney's face.

"Keep them down, Mr. Pitcher; keep
them down." said the umpire; "and. besides,
remember you are playing baseball. 1'ou're
not supposed to be shooting pigeons uut or
a rotary trap. That New England style
don't go In the District. One ball!"

This was about the only deliverance of
the umpire that Was not disputed by one
side or the other.

Mr. Morton Ita lulled himH-l- f with a per-
fect knowledge of the game. He walked
over rrom first to the pitcher's box and
handed Mr. Reed the ball to discount all
mishaps In transitu. This annoyed theor the Navy exceedingly, and
especially as he distinctly "saw" MrMor-to-n

say something to Mr. Keed. He be-
lieves to this day that Mr. Morton said,
"Kill him." To heighten this impression,
Mr. Keed shot another aerolite at Mr. Whit-
ney which sUzled past the back of the
batter's head, just bru.shlns his liair, as it
were.

"Keep 'em down, Tom; keep 'em down,"
shouted Clurk&ou from the left coacher's
line.

But Tom had his blood up, and the very
next lime he let her go he struck Mr. Whit-
ney in the middle or the back. He was as-
sisted over to the beuch, and after a short
consultation Mr. Hit 1 trotted down to nrst
base. It had been agreed that Mr. Hill'.s
record as a runuer was several lengths
ahead or anything on the bench.

Then there was a repetition or the "hell
that breaks loose in Ueorgla" when aryr-liod- y

rutis for or against anybody else4u
primary election. Pattlson and Stevenson
got on the coacher's lines, aud were dis-
tinctly audible at the White House.

Piatt was In an Intense state of excite-
ment. He had bet 300,000 that the C.
P. C. wouldn't make a run. Thurber look-
ed jubilunt. He kuew something that Piatt
had not known, and whica every body knew,
when the glorious form of the Chief Mugls
trate stepped up to the plate with the
third-ter- bat in his hand.

In ract, he held it in both hands, with hla
right Index ringer on the trigger. Forthe
thousand boys at the auger holes, In the
trees, on the shed and on the fences, the
air was run of nothing but ducks. But the
President was calm, although his face was
pale It was a condition that confronted
In'ni and not a theory.

De-ti- told him there was only one
chance Tor the run, and fate had put Kill
one b.is- - ahea I of him. He was thinking Of
this only while the profane masses were
shouting "Casey!" "Casey!" "Come from
bvhiud that blind!" "Look out for HiU'
skates!" "Give em both barrels!" and sun-
dry other irrelevancies.

While this was going on Hill was ninnicy- -
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ing slightly off first base, when down came
the ball from second. Nobody knew how
got second; but Hill niade,a magnificent
slide and got wood. "Whitney, with the
bruised back, got the first base line,
and was shouting Hill "playoff." when
the "empire'' was appealed by the boys

the Tence. "Too many coacbcrs.'"'dou,
crowd the nionkey."and "give hinia run for
his money" were fired at the imperturbable
umpire, who was attending stricUy busi-
ness.

"One strike!" cried the umpire, the ball
hit the fence.

"Didn't see it," remarked Casey, blandly.
"Weren't looking." chipped In Mr. Quay,

from great distance.
Then the second came along. was
the dead level, and daisy. The Presi-

dent humped hlmseir. got up on one leg,
and let drive at it. It hit the fence and Mr.
Thurber turned pale.

Catcher McKiuIey moved up. crowd
sitting down stood up. Right Geld. lert field
and shortstop ran in second base. Har-
rison moved over from thirdlo short. These
new tactics demoralized Hill. He froze
first base. It was moment of intense ex-
citement.

Reed was performing the Koutchee-Kout- -
chce with himself, and McKinlcy was doing
the Chnrlnttn nnni.iv nrt hniiimi

posiUon, firing he recoiled. Mr. Mor-- trap. Cleveland sized up Reed Toran over-to- n
took out of the wet first base head trolley delivery and when theballcanie
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the t Ips or Reed's ringer-fa- s he vaulted tha
air and came down Ins back, but be
held up his hands, clinched together.

The President started down the pike In
rolling gallop, and Hill was half way

second. Reed rose ttie emergency und,
made a feint throw the ball second.
Hill paused, and immediately there went
up a tremendous chorus of "Slide! BHdc!
Slide! you slob!'

Fortunately the President took this
all himself, and he pitched forward
twenty feet from first Into the dust.
Morton ran up him on general principles,
having nothing else do, and put his
hand on his shoulder. He then sachezed
back first base, while Quay, Alger, und
the rest sat down near second.
Hill walked home, and the President wiu
escorted back bodily the Lencn by a.
committee.

The second half or the first innlag was,
were, the fifth act the tragedy of

the C. P. C. Mr. Carlisle stalked suHeuly
the pifcher's box. Mr. Olney was put

catch, the President was tors do
combat, and failed connect with lfctc
endof the battery.

McKlnley walked up to the new tin plate,
bat hand. Olney started culca
right iip against the McKlnley bat.

There was long pause.
"Play ball" thundered the umpire.
"Can't play without ball," remarked

Mr. Carlisle accustomed scntenticHia
style, when dealing with doubtful Ques-
tions .

Here they was a parley. Morton xrai
alleged have had "It" last, wfcea
touched Mr. Cleveland.
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"Never touched blm ull," explained
Mr. Morton; never had to touch' htm
With."

Mr. Thurber looked Mr. Cleveland and
Mr. Hill looked away over at the bleaching,
boards.

Mr. Reed the missing ball? No; ho
never touched It; nor bad Mr. Alger, nor
Mr. Quay, nor o ftlie Robber Barons.

"What did Mr. Reed fang aecoud
then?" inquired Mr. Hill, settling ulu

.question.
"I only-- wanted," said Mr. Reed, "that

crowd to get together head offNew York;
and appears they did it."

Where the ball, was the mystery of Uio
flrsthalf. Itwasfmally found, res ting very
Innocently, midway beiwten Uie pltcber'tf
box aud second base.

was understood that Mr. Reed had re-
covered it, passed to second, and time
Morton look first, making a doublu
play. But that was a campaign lie.

The second half of 'the first inning-
this game lasted for forty years. On Uio
first day the game was, called the end of
the second inning, on account of the dark-
ness. It said by those who watched the

" game for ahaif century more, that when-
ever there was contest the Barons were
always at the bat- - This occurred every
four years, and hence Uncle Sam christened
his scheme the American Olympic.

It has never been explained why Mr.
Hoi oid not go back first base when the
mighty Julius fell. said, ou fairly
good authority, he never played again.
He said that when any party could make a
double play without a ball he was willing

retire for ilTc.as Mr. Cleveland was oup
of the game
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